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move on to find out what she’s going to 
write about in the next chapter.
 Throughout the book, it is obvious how 
much the author’s family means to her. 
Anderson writes lovingly of her family 
members. The chapter about her brother 
Arthur, who had Down syndrome, is 
especially moving. Unlike what one finds in 
some autobiographies, one never gets the 
idea that Anderson has idealized her family 
members or others in her life. These people 
are very real. Readers will be able to 
identify people in their own lives who 
share characteristics with those in 
Anderson’s family.
 There are technical issues with the 
book. There are spelling and grammatical 
errors, as well as stylistic ones (titles should 
be italicized in print, not underscored). In 
the table of contents, chapters are 
numbered but not in the text. Some 
“problems” with the book are more 
technical, running into design and 
publishing issues. Text runs wide across the 
page and deeper into the gutter than one 
finds in most books. That could be 
problematic if someone has a dexterity 
issue. It invites the reader to open the book 
wider, which could break the binding. 
There’s no ISBN, which means the book’s 
availability will be limited, and there’s no 
copyright notice—which does not mean 
it’s not protected by copyright.
 Should those things keep people from 
reading the book? Of course not. Like 
Cottage Creations’ patterns, Musings, 
Memories, Matrimony and More … has that 
homemade, friendly look, and that is part 
of what has made the company—and 
Carol Anderson—popular for so long. She’s 
like an old, trusted friend, and her readers 
love her for that. And, they’ll love the book.
 The book can be ordered from Cottage 
Creations, At the Farm of Deer Creek, 
Carpenter, IA 50426. It is also carried by 
some LYS, including some online.

Product Reviews
Kollage Square Circular 
Needles—Good News and Bad 
News

By Susan Brugger
I’ve been on a quest to find the perfect 
circular needle for years. My circular 
collection consists mainly of Boyes, with a 
few Addi Turbos and a Addi Lace thrown 
into the mix. I like them all but feel there 
has to be something better. 

 I thought I might have ended my quest 
when I purchased Kollage Square Circular 
needles at Stitches West a few weeks ago
—but not quite. The good news is that I 
loved the feel of the square needle portion. 
Because I’ve a number of surgeries on my 
hands and, as a result, have some loss of 
feeling in my hands, I cannot always feel 
the needles in my hands. This isn’t a 
problem when knitting, but it’s nice to be 
able to comfortably feel what is in my 
hands. The square needles were 
comfortable, and I could feel them. The 
packaging claims they help with 
uniformity of stitches. Since, that hasn’t 
been a problem for me, I really didn’t 
notice any change in my stitches or my 
gauge for the square needles.
 Kollage claims the “kable” won’t “kink, 
kurl, or knot!” This is accurate, but I found 
problems with the cable. It was a bit too 
much like a wet noodle. I purchased the 
2.25 mm 40” needles for the Magic Loop 
method of making socks. Granted, 2.25 
mm are small needles, but the cable was 
much thinner. Not only did I have 
problems controlling the cable, but I had 
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problems sliding the stitches from the 
cable to the needle.  The connection 
seemed to be smooth; however, the fact 
the cable was so thin caused the stitches to 
conform to the cable diameter. As a result, 
the stitches were too tight to get onto the 
needle. Because the cable was so floppy, it 
was also difficult to cast on for two cuff-
down socks and not twist the cast-on rows.
  The cable problems didn’t end there. 
After knitting a quarter inch of ribbing on 
two socks, the cable fell out of one of the 
needles. It didn’t break; it simply slipped 
out of one of the needles. So, I put 
everything on my Addi Turbo of the same 
size and contacted the shop at whose 
booth I purchased the needles. 
Fortunately, because of that contact, the 
review can end on a positive note. Yarn 
Barn of Kansas is sending me a brand-new 
set of square circular needles, so I’ll get to 
try them again. After all, the feel of the 
needles may outweigh their floppy cable.

The Diddy Bag
By Ida Walker

If there’s one thing we knitters seek almost 
as much as the perfect yarn and perfect 
needles, it’s a perfect bag. I’ve come to 
believe there really isn’t such a thing, and 
heaven knows I’ve tried enough of them.
 One of my latest discoveries is the 
Diddy Bag from Nantucket Bagg Company. 
If you’re looking for something stylish or 
bordering on couture, this bag may not be 
for you. But, if you’re looking for something 
functional, it’s definitely worth considering.

! One of the best things about the Diddy 
Bag is that you can customize it to suit your 

needs. It can be used as a totebag or a 
backpack, for example. The pockets can be 
on the outside, or reverse it and have the 
pockets on the inside. Either way, there’s 
plenty of room for an in-progress knitting 
project or 2.

 You can also feel free to take the Diddy 
Bag wherever you might feel the need to 
knit. The sturdily constructed bag is 
available in either canvas or polyester and 
is easy to clean.
 Of course, the Diddy Bag can be used 
for more than knitting. Check out the 
Nantucket Bagg Company’s website for 
information about the bag and how to 
make it work for you.
 

A Note About Reviews
Book and product reviews have become 
very popular features of Knitting Purls, and 
we are happy to oblige by making them 
more readily available to our subscribers. 
As Knitting Purls’s reputation grows, we are 
being approached by publishers and 
manufacturers and asked if we’d like to do 
a review. And, of course, we’re still seeking 
products on our own.
 Besides appearing in Knitting Purls, 
published reviews will also appear in our 
blog. At times, they will also be featured on 
the podcast. There may also be occasions 
when a review will be featured only on the 
blog and podcast.
 If you have a book or product you’d like 
to see reviewed, please let us know.

http://www.nantucketbagg.com
http://www.nantucketbagg.com
http://www.nantucketbagg.com
http://www.nantucketbagg.com
mailto:info@knittingpurls.com
mailto:info@knittingpurls.com
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And the Winner Is . . .
Knitting Purls is pleased to announce the 
winner of its first design contest: Laura 
Wilson-Martos! 

The pattern for Laura’s Tilted Toque 
(sorry, but adorable William not included) 
can be found at the end of this issue of 
Knitting Purls.

Thanks to everyone who participated. 
You have proven what we long believed: 
there are a lot of talented designers out 
there.

Upcoming Fiber Fests (and 
other things of interest)
April 4: Knitters Fantasy, Youngstown, Ohio
May 2–3: Maryland Sheep & Wool Festival, 
West Friendship, Maryland
May 22–23: Tennessee Fiber Festival, 
Dickson, Tennessee
May 23–24: Great Lakes Fiber Show, 
Wooster, Ohio
August 6–9: Sock Summit 2009, Portland, 
Oregon
September 26–27: 1st Annual Southern 
Adirondack Fiber Festival, Greenwich, New 
York

Are You a Fiber Fiend?
Calling all spinners, dyers, knitters, 
crocheters, weavers, and anyone else who 
loves fiber. Come and join us on Fiber 
Fiends.
 So, what exactly is Fiber Fiends? It’s a 
social network for all who love fiber. You 
can start a group, send invites, and start 
and participate in fiber-related discussions. 

As long as it relates to fiber and is friendly, 
almost anything goes.
 Come check us out. We don’t bite.

Attention all Fiber Artists 
and LYS Owners
Yes, we mean you. 
 Knitting Purls is compiling a directory of 
independent fiber artists and local yarn 
stores. Customers and LYS managers will 
be able to search the online directory to 
find exactly the product—and the artist—
they’re looking for. 
 If you’d like to participate, send us an e-
mail.

Check out other free ezines from 
Charing Cross Publishers

Spinning & Dyeing
Hooks & String

and our “radio” station, 
Station KPFF

To advertise in Knitting Purls, 
send us an e-mail

http://www.northcoastknitting.org/AKF%20main.html
http://www.northcoastknitting.org/AKF%20main.html
http://www.sheepandwool.org/
http://www.sheepandwool.org/
http://www/tnfiberfestival.com
http://www/tnfiberfestival.com
http://www.greatlakesfibershow.com/
http://www.greatlakesfibershow.com/
http://www.socksummit.com/
http://www.socksummit.com/
http://www.washingtoncountyfair.com
http://www.washingtoncountyfair.com
http://www.washingtoncountyfair.com
http://www.washingtoncountyfair.com
http://fiberfiends.ning.com
http://fiberfiends.ning.com
http://fiberfiends.ning.com
http://fiberfiends.ning.com
http://fiberfiends.ning.com
http://fiberfiends.ning.com
mailto:fiberarts@knittingpurls.com
mailto:fiberarts@knittingpurls.com
mailto:fiberarts@knittingpurls.com
mailto:fiberarts@knittingpurls.com
mailto:info@spinanddye.com
mailto:info@spinanddye.com
mailto:info@spinanddye.com
mailto:info@spinanddye.com
http://www.stationkpff.com
http://www.stationkpff.com
mailto:info@knittingpurls.com
mailto:info@knittingpurls.com



